A comparison of spastic diplegic and tetraplegic cerebral palsy.
The aim of this study was to compare spastic diplegic and tetraplegic cerebral palsy. Thirty-eight children had spastic diplegic cerebral palsy and 48 spastic tetraplegic cerebral palsy. Risk factors of cerebral palsy, seizures, severity of cerebral palsy, electroencephalogram, and magnetic resonance imaging findings were analyzed. Gestational history, low birth weight, and perinatal pathologies were present in similar percentages in both groups. Lower values of the Apgar score were recorded more often in the tetraplegic cerebral palsy group than the diplegic group. The children with spastic diplegia were classified more frequently into levels I and II of the Gross Motor Function Classification System, but patients with spastic tetraplegia were classified more frequently into levels IV and V. Similarly, mental retardation was observed more frequently in the patients with spastic tetraplegia. In magnetic resonance imaging, periventricular leukomalacia was detected in a higher proportion of children with spastic diplegia than in patients with tetraplegia. Cerebral atrophy occurred more frequently in the tetraplegic group compared with diplegic patients. Twenty-four (50.0%) children with spastic tetraplegia had epilepsy compared with six children with spastic diplegia. The incidence of intractable epilepsy was higher in the tetraplegic patients than in the children with spastic diplegia.